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Starting the new 
year in style
It’s that time of year when the travel 
bug is in the ascendant - a welcome 
distraction from the daily diet of 
dismal news we have become 
accustomed to.

For those planning holidays and 
special trips this year we hope 
there’s something to inspire in this 
issue of Exploring More.

The palette  of trips and trails 
has been assembled to cater for 
families, groups and individuals 
- ideas and locations to fire the 
imagination.

The Explore team wish you well in 
organising memorable vacations in 
2026.

Happy travels...

Editor

Exploring 
MORE
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        Special tours on offer in  
        the capital      
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We hope you enjoy this issue of Exploring More.
We would love to hear about your travel experiences ... 

Let’s Travel

Seeking broader  
horizons  
Page 8
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        Outstanding destinations from  
        Pure One   

22       Super safaris 
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MORE
United Kingdom        Capital ideas for the visitor  

All aboard  
for a real  
Thames treat

More
The Tower of London River Tour departs  

at regular intervals throughout the day from Tower  
Bridge Quay, just moments from the  

Tower of London.

More information and to book tickets visit 
www.toweroflondonrivertour.com
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C
A thrilling new way 
to experience the 
capital is now taking 
bookings. 

‘Summit,’ London’s 
newest roof-top 
adventure and the 
highest roof walk in 
the UK, (130 metres 
above sea level) 
opens at the iconic 
Alexandra Palace on 
Saturday, February 14. 

A fully guided, one-
of-a-kind experience 
invites visitors to 
scale the roof of 
Ally Pally and take 
in uninterrupted 
panoramic views, 
stretching 25 miles 
across the city. 

For more than 150 years, Alexandra 
Palace has been one of London’s most 
beloved landmarks. Now, with ‘Summit,’ 
visitors can reach entirely new heights, 
discovering its history and breath-taking 
skyline vistas from a completely fresh 
perspective. 

From the top of Ally Pally, you really can 
see it all. 

Created by Wire & Sky, the experts 
behind the Dare Skywalk at Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium, the Cutty Sark rig 
climb, Liverpool’s Anfield Abseil, and 
previously, Up at The O2, ‘Summit’ is set 
to soar above North London. 

The hour-long journey leads climbers to 
the famous Angel of Plenty statue, standing 
130 metres above the City of London, before 
opening out to a 360-degree view of the 
capital. 

With specialist guides leading the way, guests 
step out onto the rooftop and follow a purpose-
built route taking in world-famous landmarks 
such as St Paul’s Cathedral, The Shard, Canary 
Wharf, and multiple major stadiums.

 There’s plenty of time to pause, enjoy the view 
and capture unforgettable photos before returning safely to ground level.

“We’re thrilled to bring Wire & Sky rooftop adventures to Alexandra Palace. This will be one of 
London’s most exciting attractions, combining heritage with adventure. We’ve worked closely 
with the Alexandra Palace team to ensure it fits seamlessly – and we can’t wait to welcome our 
first climbers,” said Andy Broad, Managing Director of Wire & Sky.

‘Summit’ offers three standard climb types, giving visitors the chance to choose the atmosphere 
that suits them best. ‘Daytime Climbs’ will offer stunning wide-open views across the capital, 
‘Sunset Climbs’ are perfectly timed for golden hour skies; and ‘London Lights Climbs’ for a 
dazzling panorama as the city glows after dark. 

A new chapter is unfolding on the Thames with the launch 
of voyages celebrating London’s past aboard the UK’s first 
electric tour boat.

Operated by Woods Tours and in official partnership with 
Historic Royal Palaces, the Tower of London River Tour is set 
aboard the purpose-built Silver Raven, a state-of-the-art electric 
vessel.

It brings more than 1,000 years of history to life, as passengers 
journey past twenty of London’s most iconic landmarks on a 
circular route from Tower Bridge Quay to Westminster and 
back.

The trip artfully blends heritage and humour, inviting 
passengers to explore and experience the capital from the river 
that shaped it. 

A live commentary, written by Martha Howe-Douglas, co-
creator of BBC’s Ghosts, brings London’s stories to life  
with wit, warmth and wonder, revealing the river’s role 
as both lifeline and legend.

“I’ve been on a deep dive through the Thames’ murky 
past (thankfully not literally!), unearthing the stories 
that have shaped London,” said Martha.

“To see the Silver Raven set sail from the Tower, 
carrying those tales is very special. It’s such an honour 
to be part of the brilliant team who are bringing the 
past to life, on a boat designed for the future,” she said.

The arrival of the vessel precedes new electric 
charging infrastructure at Tower Bridge Quay, to be developed 
in partnership with the Department for Transport and the Port of 
London Authority, which aims to allow fully renewable grid charging 
in 2026.

“The Silver Raven is the product of years of development,” says Chris 
Kangis, CEO of Woods Tours. 

“It showcases the strength of British shipbuilding and innovation, 
offering a quiet, clean and beautiful way to experience the Thames 
and is the future of river tourism,” he said.

Guests can choose from open-air or covered outdoor seating, or 
stay indoors beneath a glazed ceiling, ensuring a spectacular visual 
experience whatever the weather.

The Tower of London River Tour aims to provide a great experience 
for all ages, abilities and backgrounds and to make it as accessible as 
possible for everyone. 

When purchasing ticket, if a carer is needed, a complimentary ticket 
is provided. Tower Bridge Quay provides step-free access from St 
Katharine’s Way. 

However, the River Thames is a tidal river and the gradient for 
access to the boat is dictated by daily tides. Please see the tour’s 
accessibility page for further information.

A new way to take in  
London’s highlights

More
Tickets now on sale at summitallypally.co.uk 

Prices: From £22.00 advance - £28.00 advance  
per person + booking fee

Open to ages 8+. Adult to child ratio of 1:4

Under-18s must be accompanied by an adult

Minimum height: 1.2 metres



       

Going Global            
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Seeking  
broader 
horizons
Escorted tours specialist Newmarket Holidays 
has revealed its on-trend destinations for 2026, 
with established favourites leading the way and 
significant growth from recent long-haul additions.

Based on booking patterns and consumer demand 
from the past 12 months, Italy and India continue 
to top the list of most booked destinations, with 
momentum expected to remain strong into 2026. 

Bookings for Japan continue to rise after three years 
of growth, while Australasia and China are set to 
join the ranks of Newmarket Holidays’ best sellers.

The operator reports that customers are seeking out 
immersive cultural experiences, deeper discovery 
and high-impact, once-in-a-lifetime journeys.

To support this momentum, Newmarket Holidays is 
expanding its product portfolio to add new tours to 
India and Italy, following recent launches for Japan, 
China and Australasia.

Three new Indian itineraries will include a rail-
based Premier Collection adventure, a tiger safari 
exclusively for solo travellers, and a 
Himalayas-to-Ganges experience.

Two new European escorted 
holidays will immerse guests in the 
heritage of Southern Italy in Puglia 
and Basilicata, and explore Italian 
and Swiss Alp highlights including 
Lake Maggiore, Zermatt and the 
Centovalli Railway to offer fresh 
perspectives on perennial favourites.

Verity Rice, Director of Product, 
Purchasing & Operations, 
said: “We’re pleased to see our 
consistently strong performers, 
particularly India and Italy, continue 
to feature prominently in our top 
10. 

“It’s also been exciting to track the 
rise of new favourites, with Japan 
becoming a regular presence, and 
newer long-haul tours to China 
and Australasia receiving massive 
interest.

“We’ve also seen increased demand 
for major events such as Wimbledon 
and André Rieu concerts, reflecting 
a wider trend towards meaningful, 
experience-led travel.”

For more information visit: www.
newmarketholidays.co.uk

Where in the world
Top: Boudhanath Stupa - Kathmandu, Nepal

Left: Centovadi Railway - Switzerland

Below: Great Wall of China

 Trend setting destinations for 2026

In an era where cycling is celebrated not just as sport, but as 
a holistic wellness experience for all ages, the island hopping 
route of the Shimanami Kaido across Japan’s Seto Inland Sea 
stands out as a one-in-a-lifetime experience for travellers and 
cycling enthusiasts of all abilities.

Stretching approximately 70km, the route threads across the 
islands of the Seto Inland Sea.  

The Shimanami Kaido links Japan’s main island of Honshu with 
the island of Shikoku traversing a spectacular chain of bridges 
across the calm waters of the Seto Inland Sea. 

Quiet coastal roads, cultural highlights, stunning nature and sea 
views has earned a place as one of the best cycling routes in the 
world, combining superb infrastructure with spectacular scenery.

Recent upgrades including new e-bike models, revamped Cycle 
Oasis rest points, and enhanced signage have made the Shima-
nami Kaido more accessible than ever. 

Riders can opt for one way or return rental and usually choose to 
spread the cycle over at least two days, allowing plenty of time 
to enjoy the sites and character of each island along the route: 

The experience changes with the seasons: spring brings cherry 
blossoms along the bridges, summer offers warm sea breezes and 
citrus harvests, while autumn paints the islands in gold and red. 
Between March–May and August–November the weather is ideal 
and the sea breeze refreshing.

Accommodation options along the route range from the tradi-
tional to seaside resort-hotels. 

For more information about these and other Setouchi Journeys 
visit www.setouchi.travel/en.

A cycling challenge  
across Japan’s  
Seto Inland Sea

Cycling holidays in Japan            
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Experiencing Europe       French Alps     

Super indulgence 
where every  
stay is magic
The latest offering from the Magic Collection offers an intimate 
new alpine retreat redefining mountain luxury.

Magic Megève Bois is ,quite simply, an enviable study in 
indulgence, offering a seamless fusion of tradition, artistry, and 
elegance. 

Recognised by Michelin Guide of Hotels and nestled high in 
the heart of the French Alps, this extraordinary property, brings 
together  design and storytelling to create soulful, immersive 
hospitality experiences.

At Magic Megève Bois, heritage meets refinement across twelve 
individually designed suites, each offering a contemporary 
interpretation of alpine authenticity.  

Every room features unique furniture pieces by Martino 
Gamper, the Italian-born, London-based designer renowned for 
transforming everyday objects into playful works of art whilst 
infusing each space with individuality and creative warmth. 

It is a family-friendly destination spanning over 1,080 square 
metres: ideally positioned at the edge of the Princesse ski area, 
the property offers true ski-in, ski-out access in winter and a 
tranquil, forest-immersed setting in summer. 

Magic Megève Bois also boasts a fine dining restaurant at the 
heart of the chalet, Le Simon, that boasts an innovative take on 
Alpine cuisine. 

Beyond gastronomy, Magic Megève 
Bois serves as a sanctuary of 
wellbeing. The Kezia Spa invites 
guests to restore balance through 
thermal baths, a salt sauna, hammam, 
and Himalayan salt room. 

Treatments range from hot-stone 
massages to bespoke bioenergetic 
rituals designed to harmonise body 
and spirit. 

Leisure continues throughout the 
chalet with a private cinema, billiards 
lounge, and a warmly lit salon ideal 
for quiet reading or aperitifs by the 
fire. Wellness continues with wooden 
NOHrD gym.

Just minutes from the heart of Megève, the 
chalet offers both seclusion and connection,  
a private haven with effortless access to the 
region’s vibrant cultural and sporting life. 

More
www.themagiccollectionretreats.com 

reservations@themagiccollection.com  
events@themagiccollection.com  

Tel: +33 4 50 91 12 07

England is set for a blockbuster year in 2026, with 
milestone anniversaries and major cultural  
openings across the country. 

The list, assembled by Visit England, also includes 
commemorations 
in the sporting 
world, and 
seaside 
celebrations

It a year that bring 
literary legends to 
the fore as we say 
happy birthday to 
Beatrix Potter and 
Winnie-the-Pooh.

2026 marks 160 
years since the 
birth of Beatrix 
Potter, whose charming children’s stories and 
illustrations will forever be associated with the Lake 
District – so look out for special events throughout 
the region. 

Winnie-the-Pooh will also turn 100, with 
celebrations at East Sussex’s Ashdown Forest (the 
inspiration behind Hundred Acre Wood) and a 
touring exhibition of illustrations, manuscripts and 
memorabilia at Nymans, Tatton Park and Anglesey 
Abbey. 

Other big 
creative 
birthdays 
include John 
Constable’s 
250th 
(June), Eric 
Morecambe’s 
100th (May) 
and the 
Southbank 
Centre’s 
75th – while 
Aardman 
animation 

studio in Bristol, the creator of Wallace & Gromit, 
will turn 50. 

Believe it or not, it’s also a quarter of a century 
since the first Harry Potter film was released.

According to Expedia, 81% of Gen Z and 
Millennials plan trips around locations featured in 
their favourite films and TV. 

Next year, you can incorporate time-travelling too, 
with several high-profile costume dramas hitting 
our screens.

For more detail visit ... 
www.visitengland.com/media-centre and  
www.visitengland.com

Special arts   
anniversaries  
in 2026
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PURE ONE Travel specialising in curated and 
experience-led journeys has unveiled a major 
expansion of its portfolio.

The specialist travel company organises journeys that 
combine cultural immersion, scenic routes, community 
engagement, and curated discovery. 

New offerings expand significantly the range of 
Pathways itineraries, tapping into global destinations 
that will appeal to avid explorers, culture seekers, and 
explorers craving travel experiences that go beyond 
traditional tourism.  

Highlights of the expanded Pathways inventory include: 

Heritage and Hidden Gems in Albania – A captivating 
nine‑day exploration through Albania’s rich history, 
landscapes, and compelling local cultures with carefully 
selected routes and cultural encounters.  

Discover Istria – An eight‑day small‑group journey 
blending coastal beauty, culinary delights, and regional 
heritage, handpicked to offer comfort, authentic 
experience, and guidance from local experts.  

Bulgaria Uncovered – A nine‑day Pathways route in 
Bulgaria designed for deep cultural engagement, from 
traditional villages to historic landmarks and scenic 
landscapes.  

Ancient China –  A 14-Day 
Civilisations & Living Traditions 
tour, offering a transformative 
cultural expedition for global 
travellers seeking deep engagement 
with history, heritage and ancient 
societies 

Italy’s Deep South Pathway – A 
captivating itinerary through 
Southern Italy that balances 
breathtaking countryside, heritage 
cuisine, and historic towns. 

“Our goal with the expanded 
Pathways portfolio is to offer 
customers more than just trips.

“We want to offer meaningful 
journeys that create memories, 
foster connections, and celebrate 
the diversity of our world,” said 
CEO Wesley Baker. 

Travel that delivers 
the distinctively  
different 

PURE ONE
https://pureonetravel.com/

Finding the coolest 
holiday deals
For most if us holidays are a (if not the) highlight of the year - a 
chance to down tools, dream and discover.

And they are even sweeter when you know you’ve landed a 
great deal.- - which is where an online comparison service  
provided by ice.lolly.com could be the perfect travel companion. 

With household budgets under pressure from rising prices  
everywhere you look, new data from the travel comparison site 
shows Brits increasingly choosing holidays over everyday treats - 
with package breaks now costing less than a night out.

Against this backdrop, holidays are increasingly being seen not 
as an indulgence, but as better value for money than staying at 
home and carrying on as normal.

Data from icelolly.com suggests this mindset is shaping travel 
plans, with searches for budget-friendly short-haul trips in 
January up 78% year-on-year.

Set up in 2005 has decades of experience when it comes to 
finding killer deals - scanning more than two million package 
holiday deals from the UK’s top travel companies every day to 
find the best bargains.

According to the latest deals on icelolly.com, Brits could swap:

• A £123 family day out at London Zoo for a five-night holiday 
to Malta from £119pp

• A £150 meal with mates at Pizza Express for a four-star 
European city break to Berlin from £149pp

• A £172 one-way train ticket from London to Manchester for a 
five-night holiday to Marbella from £169pp

• A £210 pair of Premier League football tickets (with a couple 
of pies) for a four-star break in Rome from £139pp

• A £480 family theatre trip for a five-night stay in Antalya 
from £167pp 

Steve Seddon, Chief Marketing Officer at icelolly.com, said: 
“People still want something to look forward to, but everyday 
life has become increasingly expensive. 

“So when the choice is between another expensive week of 
everyday costs or a change of scenery, it might be time to rethink 
what ‘value’ really means.”

Start comparing with icelolly.com.
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MOREC Going Global       Driving in the USA

15

Red Sea Holidays has announced a brand new, three-night Cairo holiday add-on to 
its portfolio.

Customers travelling to the popular Red Sea destinations of Hurghada and Sharm el 
Sheikh will now be able to call and book this exciting add-on to any holiday, new or 
existing.

Guests will spend three nights at the five-star Swiss Inn Pyramid & Golf Resort, a 
wonderfully tranquil property located just 15 minutes from the Pyramids of Giza on a 
bed & breakfast basis. 

Flights and transfers are included in the price and a fantastic array of excursions can 
be booked locally.

“We are delighted to be 
expanding our portfolio 
to offer new short stays 
in Cairo,” , said UK 
Managing Director, Peter 
Kearns. 

“Our current 
excursions including 
desert adventures 
and snorkeling are 
consistently popular; 
however a recent 
increase in demand for 
more cultural experiences 
has led our expert 
team to build on the existing Luxor and Cairo day trips to create this fantastic value 
extended stay in the country’s ancient Capital,” he added.

Customers can book direct with Red Sea Holidays over the phone at 0330 127 
8996 or via their local independent travel agent at least 14 days before travel. The 
additional Egyptian experience is priced from £499 per person. 

For further information on Red Sea Holidays, visit www.redseaholidays.co.uk.

• The UK’s largest independent tour operator to Egypt, Red Sea Holidays is dedicated 
to offering clients great value, quality holidays. Red Sea Holidays was established in 
2008 as part of the family-owned Red Sea Hotels group and remains their exclusive 
distributor in the UK.

Cairo is calling ...

Luxury travel specialists HunterMoss has reimagined 
the classic American road trip with the launch of a 
new, highly curated series of unique weekend escapes 
across the USA.

Each immersive route ventures through some of the 
country’s most cinematic landscapes – from coastal 
California to the untamed inland West.

Each driving route is complemented with refined stays, 
enriching cultural moments and exceptional dining.

Designed for the discerning traveller, each meticulously 
developed tour is guided by experts to ensure a 
seamless itinerary allowing guests can truly unwind. 

Hosted in small groups, no two journeys are the same; 
allowing guests to bond and make memories that 
cannot be replicated elsewhere. 

Itineraries include the Santa Ynez Valley and Napa Wine 
Country in California, the Sangre de Cristo Muntains in 
New Mexico and the Park and Deer Valley in Utah.

A rotating fleet of automotive icons and latest releases 
– including Ferraris, Lamborghinis and Aston Martins – 
sets the pace.

Founded in 2008 by Julie Hunter and Anthony Moss, 
HunterMoss curates luxury journeys around the globe 
that blend immersive  
adventure with world-class travel 
experiences.

Keeping a bespoke approach 
at its core, HunterMoss goes 
beyond the traditional  
“driving tour” model,  
crafting meaningful  
itineraries for small groups, indi-
viduals and  corporate groups. 

Every vacation is framed by fine 
dining, boutique  
accommodation, and  
elevated extras such as yacht 
charters, helicopter  
excursions and VIP F1  
hospitality.

A dedicated team of travel con-
cierges handles all  
planning, ensuring every  
detail – from cars to hotels – is 
taken care of, so guests can 
simply arrive and enjoy.

Hybrid cars are available for 
tours.

For more information and prices, 
visit www.huntermoss.com

On the road 
again and  
travelling in style
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MOREC
Looking for new ideas to explore the British Isles?

Active holiday specialist Walkers’ Britain & Europe, 
the European division of World Expeditions, has put 
together a dream list of locations.

The list includes ...

1. Discover Scotland’s whisky heartland 

Speyside is known as Scotland’s most concentrated 
whisky-producing region, home to over half the 
country’s distilleries, as well as the host of the nation’s 
largest whisky festival every May.

A Taste of Whisky & Walking in the Cairngorms & 
Speyside with Walkers’ Britain & Europe (6 days) 
blends Scotland’s Highlands scenery with the chance 
to celebrate the ‘water of life’ in all its variety. Departs 
April-October, from £830 per person. 

2. Wuthering Heights landscapes 

Step into the setting for the new ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
film in the Yorkshire Dales. Locations were chosen to 
reflect the novel’s setting and provide an authentic, 
rugged backdrop for the new adaptation. 

The Dales Way with Walkers’ Britain & Europe (8 days); 
departs March-October, from £920 per person 

3. Walk the Channel Island Way 

With British Airways launching daily flights from 
London Heathrow in April and the island debuting The 
Big Eat Guernsey, a new month-long food festival, with 
spring and autumn editions, 2026 offers even more 
reasons to head to Guernsey and walk the Channel 
Island Way. 

Walking the Guernsey Islands - Channel Island Way 
with Walkers’ Britain & Europe (8 days) departs July-
October, from £990 per person 

4. The new Inverness Castle Experience 

Opening fully this year is the new Inverness Castle 
Experience; a fitting backdrop to one of Scotland’s most 
classic walks, The Great Glen Way (8 days); departs 
March-October, from £870 per person 

5 Connemara National Park 

Ireland’s second oldest national park. From Galway City, 
where lively pubs and traditional Irish music set the 
scene for a 6 day trip; departs April-October, from £990 
per person.

You can also choose from the NationalParkin Wales, 
Walking to Isle of Wight, the UNESCO Geopark on 
Arran, the Giant’s Causeway and the landscapes of 
Beatrix Potter and Herriot Country.

Active breaks in 
the British Isles

More
For more information and bookings contact  

Walkers’ Britain & Europe  
T: 0800 008 7741 /+44 (0)20 8875 5070  

W: www.walkersbritain.co.uk  

The ever popular Scottish Borders Walking Festival is to be hosted by Jedburgh later 
this year.

It will take place from September 4-12 and preparations are now underway to organise 
a programme of guided walks backed up by complimentary community events.  

The festival, launched over 30 years ago, showcases the exceptional countryside 
appeal of the Scottish Borders and has become a draw for walkers everywhere. 

The walking programme, already taking shape, will offer at least three walks a day 
based on easy, moderate and difficult categories. “We are looking at a strong social 
calendar as well, covering art, music, a quiz, a cinema night and a night walk,” said 
project team organiser Georgiana Craster.

More
For updates on preparations  

for the Walking Festival and how  
to get involved your key contacts are:

georgiana.craster@btinternet.com 
marywyse@hotmail.co.uk 

alison@wyness.myzen.co.uk
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MOREC Europe and the Med          Cyprus

Limassol is fast becoming a dynamic driving force for the 
Cyprus tourism sector.

The lastest development has welcomed the opening of 
Limassol Greens, a new 18-hole Championship Golf Course 
that reinforces the city’s growing appeal as a premium leisure 
destination.

The new course, situated next to five-star resort City of 
Dreams, Mediterranean, is set within an ambitious lifestyle 
development in an upcoming area of Limassol that’s enjoying 
unrivalled investment and development. 

Designed by renowned golf course architect Cabell B. 
Robinson, the par-71 course introduces a world-class golfing 
experience that combines strategic play with the island’s 
natural beauty. 

Developed across 6,304 metres of carefully contoured 
landscape it features flowing fairways, strategically positioned 
bunkers and immaculate greens that offer both challenge and 
playability for golfers of all standards.

Further enhancing its appeal to tourists in search of a 
premium winter sun golf destination, Limassol Greens has 
also entered into a luxury golf partnership with City of 
Dreams Mediterranean.

The luxurious five-star resort with casino offers exceptional 
leisure facilities and the largest pool complex on the island of 
Cyprus. 

The collaboration will see tailored golf experiences and 
exclusive offerings for City of Dreams Mediterranean guests, 
with the aim to appeal to international travellers seeking 
world-class hospitality, 
leisure and sport. 

Golf packages at the City of 
Dreams, Mediterranean, start 
from €1515 per person for 
four nights on a half board 
basis including drinks and 
three rounds of golf. 

Andrew Darker, Golf General 
Manager at Limassol Greens, 
said: “By partnering with City 
of Dreams Mediterranean, 
we are delivering a premium 
golf and leisure proposition.

“That elevates Limassol’s 
international profile. 

“Together, we are helping 
to establish the city as 
an exciting destination 
for golfers and lifestyle 
travellers.”

Find out more here: https://
www.cityofdreamsmed.
com.cy/en/ultimate-golf-
experience

Limassol’s new  
luxury partnership

Madeira has been named the 
world’s number one Trending 
Destination for 2026 in the 
TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice 
Awards.*

The awards reflect 12 months of 
consistently strong traveller reviews 
submitted to TripAdvisor in 2025, 
with the island recognised for 
the quality and quantity of visitor 
feedback across hotels, attractions, 
restaurants, experiences, tours and 
family-friendly experiences. 

TripAdvisor’s findings say that the biggest draws are its beautiful architecture and year-
round mild climate, alongside its dramatic scenery and outdoor lifestyle.

This recognition comes as the island becomes more accessible than ever for UK 
travellers, with a 17% increase in flight capacity between March 2025 and March 2026. 

While London remains a major hub - with services from Gatwick, Luton and Stansted 
accounting for more than half of weekly departures - regional connectivity continues 
to expand. Travellers can now fly from Belfast, Birmingham, Bournemouth, Bristol, East 
Midlands, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester and Newcastle, ensuring 
Madeira is within easy reach nationwide, not just from the capital.

Madeira offers travellers an extraordinary natural and cultural experience. 

Known for its dramatic volcanic landscapes, deep valleys and soaring mountains, the 
island is a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts, with miles of coastal, mountain and levada 
trails winding through its lush interior. 

Visitors can also enjoy whale and dolphin watching, golden beaches on neighbouring 
Porto Santo, world-class gastronomy and a thriving wine culture.

Beyond its natural beauty, Madeira also offers a varied cultural calendar throughout the 
year, with standout moments including Carnival in February, the Atlantic Festival in early 
summer, the Madeira Wine Festival in September and the renowned New Year’s Eve 
fireworks.

For more information on things to see and do in Madeira, visit:  
https://visitmadeira.com/en/

* TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice Awards are based on global traveller reviews posted on 
the platform between January and December 2025. 

Magical Madeira
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MORE Europe and the Med      Catalonia C ...and if it’s action  
you are looking for

PortAventura World has unveiled two major new 
family experiences that are set to open this summer 
2026 - expanding the offer at both PortAventura 
Park and Caribe Aquatic Park. 

The new attractions, “Coral Bay, The Lost Legend” 
and “Makamanu Jungle, The Adventure Trek”, are 
designed to combine adventure, immersion and 
fun for all ages, reinforcing PortAventura World’s 
position as one of Europe’s leading family leisure 
destinations. 

“Coral Bay, The Lost Legend” will be a new 6,000 
m² family area at Caribe Aquatic Park. Inspired by a 
legendary pirate bay, the new zone strengthens the 
holiday park’s position as one of Europe’s top family 
water parks. 

Meanwhile, “Makamanu Jungle, The Adventure Trek” 
will open in the Polynesia area of PortAventura Park 
as a new outdoor adventure trail. 

The experience, inspired by Polynesian mythology, 
invites visitors to explore the heart of the jungle 
through elevated walkways, hanging bridges and 
nature-integrated challenges for children and adults. 

Fernando Aldecoa, CEO of PortAventura World, 
commented: “At PortAventura World, we continue to 
evolve our offer to deliver increasingly memorable 
experiences. 

“We listen closely to our guests, and the new 
attractions launching in 2026 reflect our 
commitment to surprising them and creating unique 
experiences for visitors of all ages.” 

Both attractions will open to the public in summer 
2026 and form part of the resort’s broader growth 
strategy, strengthening its leadership in European 
family and leisure tourism. 

• PortAventura World Parks & Resort is one 
of Europe’s largest family holiday and leisure 
destinations. With more than 30 years of history, it 
has welcomed over 100 million visitors. 

Located close to Barcelona, the resort operates 
five 4-star themed hotels and one 5-star hotel 
(PortAventura Hotels), as well as four additional 
hotels under Ponient Hotels, offering more than 
3,300 rooms in total. 

More family  
fun awaits in  
Catalonia

The creators of Kynren – An Epic Tale of England have  
launching a nationwide search for the UK’s top stunt and 
performance talent.

They are wanted for the cast of The Storied Lands, a new 
live-action historical visitor attraction set to open in the County 
Durham live history theme park this summer. 

The Storied Lands will bring 2,000 years of British history roar-
ing to life through performance, storytelling and spectacular 
live action- featuring five spectacular live-action shows includ-
ing a Medieval horse spectacular, an epic new Viking show, 
and a Victorian Adventure featuring larger-than-life characters 
from the past.

The Legend of the Wear will transform a vast lake into the stage 
for the Lambton Worm myth, brought to life with daring water 
stunts and stunning special effects.

Future phases are being planned that will expand the park at 
Bishop Auckland even further, with new shows, educational 
content, and themed experiences inspired by legendary tales 
such as Robin Hood, Excalibur, and the Tudors.

Organisers are now seeking experienced actors, acrobats, 
stunt performers, and physical theatre specialists, along with 
equestrian experts and trick-riders, to star in large-scale outdoor 
productions.

The team is also looking for performers with specialist skills 
such as sword-fighting, fire-juggling, stage combat, and 
traditional crafts including blacksmithing and woodworking 
reflecting the project’s unique blend of historical authenticity 
and dramatic spectacle.

 Anna Warnecke, CEO of Kynren,  said: “This recruitment drive 
is about investing in skills, creating opportunities and showcas-
ing what the North East and the wider UK can achieve to an 
international audience.

“At a time when the tourism industry faces serious challenges, 
The Storied Lands represents a story of optimism, creativity and 
growth,” she said.

More at https://kynren.com

Experience all  
the thrills of  
Formula One 
Will Lewis Hamilton be victorious for the tenth time 
around this iconic track, will Lando Norris maintain his 
winning streak?

Enjoy every second of the action at the 2026 F1 British 
Grand Prix at Silverstone this July with all inclusive 
packages from Just Go Holidays.

Silverstone is renowned for its fast and challenging lay-
out, featuring a hair-raising mix of high speed straights 
and famous corners, demanding precision and skill from 
the drivers. Combine this with pre-race entertainment, 
a fly past from the Red Arrows and enthusiastic crowds cheering on their favourite 
drivers and you have the makings of an unforgettable day out for motorsport fans.

Two options are on offer, a three day coach trip or four day self-drive option, which 
includes an extra day’s admission on the Friday. 

The four-day self-drive break costs £899 per person including three nights’ 

accommodation at the Leonardo Hotel, Hinckley Island on bed and breakfast basis 
and one dinner, a general admission ticket access for 3,4 and 5 July, plus coach trans-
fers between the hotel and Silverstone on the Saturday and Sunday. 

 Prices are based on two sharing and subject to availability. Ticket upgrade options are 
available. 

More at www.justgoholidays.com

More
PortAventura World 

https://www.portaventuraworld.com/en

Catalonia 
www.catalunya.com



MORE Going Global      On safari in Botswana
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It’s almost certainly one of the most popular bucket list  
aspirations - taking part in a safari. 

The opportunities to get up close and personal with African 
wildlife, for many years the exclusive domain of our TV sets 
(does anyone remember the pioneering deliveries from  
Armand and Michaela Denis?), are now many and varied.

And Mashatu Game Reserve in Botswana, recognised as the 
“Best Game Reserve in Southern Africa” at the 
2025 World Luxury Travel Awards, is on the 
A-list.

The accolade celebrates excellence in 
luxury travel and hospitality, celebrating 
Mashatu as a destinationand a commitment 
to responsible tourism and authentic guest 
experiences.

As majority shareholders of Mashatu Game 
Reserve, the Lansdown family champions 
conservation and community projects 
that make a tangible difference — from 
employment and education initiatives to 
health and wildlife protection programmes that sustain the 
region.

“Mashatu’s success lies in protecting what 
makes this land extraordinary — vast 
open space, thriving wildlife corridors, 
and a community that grows alongside it. 

“Sustainable tourism allows us to do that 
— to preserve, to share, and to keep this 
pristine wilderness alive for generations,” 
said Steve Lansdown CBE, who, alongside 
his wife Maggie, has been dedicated to 
conservation work in Botswana for more 
than a decade.

Set within the country’s Northern Tuli 
Game Reserve, Mashatu offers guests 
an unforgettable journey through one of 
Africa’s last great wildernesses.

Four luxury lodges and two exclusive-
use safari homes beautifully immerse 
travellers in nature - complemented 
by experiences such as cycling safaris, 
guided bush walks, horseback safaris and 
photographic hides that bring you closer 
to the wild, respectfully and authentically.

This award comes at the same time 
as sister beach property, Pambele in 
Mozambique has been named by Conde 
Nast Traveller as one of the “Best Places to 
Go in 2026.” 

For more information please visit www.
mashatu.com and lodge videos can be 
viewed on YouTube

A winning  
partnership with 
wildlife at Mashatu

SwimTrek and SWANS have announced an exciting new 
partnership, bringing together two pioneering and trusted 
brands at the forefront of open water swimming. 

Both share a passion for innovation, experience, adventure, 
and safety.

As part of the collaboration, SWANS will support two of 
SwimTrek’s most iconic open water swim races: the Nevis 
to St Kitts Cross Channel Race in the Caribbean and the 
historic Hellespont Europe to Asia Swim in Turkey, one of 
the world’s most legendary open water crossings. 

These internationally celebrated events attract swimmers 
from across the globe. 

They combine stunning locations, rich heritage, and a 
sense of shared achievement; all delivered with safety and 
expert support at the forefront.

Over 25 years ago, SwimTrek pioneered professionally sup-
ported, small-group open water swimming experiences in 
extraordinary locations. Today, SwimTrek offers swimming 
adventures, coaching camps, and events across more than 
50 of the best open water destinations worldwide.

SWANS, in turn, has pioneered swimming goggles. From 
early protective and aviation goggles to the first true an-
ti-fog swimming lenses. 

 “Our open water races and trips are about creating unfor-
gettable swimming experiences. 

“By working with SWANS, we ensure swimmers can focus 
on the experience itself, supported by the best and most 
reliable equipment available,” said Ash van Wensveen, 
Managing Director at SwimTrek. 

New partnership 
splashing out in style

More
Tel: +44 (0)1273 739 713  

E: marketing@swimtrek.com

W: www.swimtrek.com



Holiday cottage specialists Premier Cottages is the perfect partner for those seeking to 
enjoy an autumnal break in style.

A portfolio of over 900 outstanding properties throughout the UK and Ireland offer 
the chance to explore the countryside and take up the challenge of walking and biking 
trails.

“As a professional collective of independent holiday cottage owners, we have more 
award-winning luxury cottages than any other UK website. All our member properties 
have officially gained four or five star status, so when you book with Premier Cottages, 
you know you’re booking quality. Put simply, excellence is what we do best.”

Here’s a sample of what to look forward to...

For more information and getting in touch
Email:  feedback@premiercottages.co.uk

Website: www.premiercottages.co.uk

24       EXPLORING MORE

Peacock Cottage, Devon - Tel: 07867971517 Shepherds, Cornwall - Tel: 07774 211039

Bray Cottage, Yorkshire - Tel: 01484 681369 Great Western Lodge, Shropshire Tel: 01694 724814 

Europe and the Med      Palma de Mallorca
MOREC

Exploring More magazine is delivered free 
of charge to desktops, iPads and mobiles 

everywhere.

Just drop us a line and we’ll put  
 you on the mailing list.

Get in touch at ... davidpike55@googlemail.com

Don't miss out!

Spoilt for 
choice in  
Palma
A versatile and vibrant city full of 
opportunity, Palma de Mallorca is the 
Mediterranean’s premier cosmopolitan 
city break destination. 

Between the medieval streets, gothic 
buildings and Mallorcan flavours, an 
abundance of incredible experiences can 
be enjoyed, year-round, in this beautiful 
city. 

Travellers who seek authentic, cultural 
immersion or a world-class culinary 
offering should look no further than 
Palma de Mallorca. The following 
tours represent some of the best ways 
to discover the Balearic capital and 
kickstart their year with enriching travel 
experiences.

A Celebration of the Balearics’ Finest 
Flavours

Palma is the ultimate foodie paradise, and 
there’s no better way to discover its soul 
than through its flavours. 

Traditional markets like Mercat de l’Olivar 
or Santa Catalina transform into unique 
sensory experiences whereby visitors can 
peruse the stalls at their own leisure and 
let Mediterranean smells and flavours wash 
over them. 

A Picturesque Contemporary Art Scene

Previously home to master painter, sculptor, 
and ceramicist Joan Miró, Palma is a city 
where art doesn’t just hang on walls, it 
pulses through every street, courtyard, and 
on centuries-old stone façades. 

Frequently cited as having more art galleries 
per square metre than any other Spanish 
city, Palma offers an artistic landscape so 
rich

Pedal, Walk and Feel the Rhythm of the City

Palma is also the ideal destination for active 
travellers, and there’s no better time to get 
moving than during the off-season and 
shoulder seasons, when the sun is shining 
and daytime temperatures sit comfortably in 
the mid 20’s range. 

Thanks to its milder climate and blooming 
natural environment, the city provides a 
stunning backdrop for adventures on foot or 
by bike. The Palma Bicycle Tour offers a fun, 
healthy, and eco-friendly way to discover 
iconic landmarks and hidden treasures.

Discover more at https://www.visitpalma.
com



W: www.swimtrek.com
Tel: +44 (0)1273 739 713 


